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The Lifeworld—Native Spirit in a Naturally
Supernatural World

Corresponding to the inner integration of ego and spirit and of
soul and body is an outer integration of world and spirit: the
world and spirit, the natural and the supernatural realms, unite
as one. The process leading to this end, begun in the stage

of spiritual growth, here achieves culmination. Spirit as it is
present in the world loses the last vestiges of otherworldliness
and becomes a supernatural power that belongs properly to
the natural world. This union of the heavens above with the
earth below brings into being a world in which the supernatural
has been fully naturalized and, therefore, the natural has been
fully supernaturalized or, rather, a world in which the distinction
between natural and supernatural has been surpassed.2 The
heavens and the earth have now come together to form a single
world. What began as a proximity of planes and then became a
rupture of planes and then became a merging of planes is now
a fusion of planes. The world as perceived by the spiritually
mature person is, therefore, a “naturally supernatural” world,

a world in which the radiance of the heavens is completely

at home nurturing the soil of the earth and in which spirit, no
longer transcendent, numinous, or even radiant spirit, is native
spirit.

The naturally supernatural world just described is exquis-
itely beautiful. Owing to the causal properties of spirit, it is a
world with amplified qualities, accentuated significance, and
irresistible allure. The naturally supernatural world of the stage
of spiritual maturity is not alone in being charged with spiritual
energy in these ways. The ominously supernatural world of
the stage of spiritual awakening and the radiantly supernatural
world of the stage of spiritual growth are also imbued with
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spiritual energy, and they, too, are exquisitely beautiful for this
reason. However, the beauty of these worlds seems other-
worldly. It is not yet the inherent beauty of this world.

The beauty of the ominously supernatural world of the
stage of spiritual awakening, although extraordinary, suggests
the presence of an alien power. In this world, spirit, as numin-
ous spirit, amplifies, accentuates, and magnetizes objects and
their qualities in ways that make them appear dark and men-
acing. The beauty of this world is striking, but it is frightening
as well. In contrast, the beauty of the radiantly supernatural
world of the stage of spiritual growth is glorious and uplifting
rather than frightening. Nevertheless, the beauty of this world,
bestowed by the light of radiant spirit, is still otherworldly in
perceived character. Radiant spirit shines through overcast
skies as if from a far-off celestial realm. Although in this world,
radiant spirit and the beauty it bestows on the world are not
properly of this world.

It is only in the naturally supernatural world of the stage
of spiritual maturity that spirit, as native spirit, belongs prop-
erly to this world and, therefore, that the extraordinary beauty
produced by spirit’s causal powers also belongs properly to
this world, as an inherent beauty restored by spirit rather than
as an otherworldly beauty overlaid by spirit. In thus being an
inherent rather than otherworldly beauty, the beauty of the
naturally supernatural world is paradoxically both extraordinary
and ordinary. It is extraordinary because it is a beauty that has
been amplified, accentuated, and magnetized by spirit; and it
is ordinary because it is a beauty without dramatically shifting,
seemingly otherworldly aspects. Gone are the overcast sky
of the stage of spiritual awakening and the breakthrough of
celestial light of the stage of spiritual growth. As within the soul
and the body, in which consolations and afflictions have given
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way to a new, more powerful equilibrium, so within the world,
in which stormy clouds and cloud-piercing shafts of light have
given way to a new, more radiant calm, to a clear, still sky shin-
ing on open, fertile ground. Within both the embodied soul and
the world, the extraordinary is thus also ordinary.

In addition to being exquisitely beautiful, the naturally
supernatural world of the stage of spiritual maturity is a world of
sacred value. The celestial realm, which had been thought to be
the source of sacred value, is no longer disconnected from the
earth. In the naturally supernatural world, one does not need to
look upward to a transcendent realm in search of sacred value.
The earth is open to the heavens and, therefore, is saturated
with sacred value. Keenly aware of the sacredness of the earth,
the spiritually mature person affirms the earth, appreciating its
beauty, majesty, and profusion of life; its fragility, finitude, and
contingency; its perfection—just as it is. Too often religions, in
placing sacred value in a remote realm above the earth, have
devalued the earth as a lower, profane, if not evil, plane of exist-
ence. Those who live in the naturally supernatural world of the
stage of spiritual maturity do not succumb to this devaluing of
the earth. They know how precious the earth is and understand
what great good fortune it is to live on earth, even if only for a
fleeting moment of cosmic time.

Finally, the naturally supernatural world of the stage of
spiritual maturity is “home.” Because one does not need to look
beyond the earth to find sacred value, one feels completely
at home on the earth. Just as spirit is now native spirit, so the
earth is now native ground. Having wandered in a desert with-
out knowing where to go, having been lost in a dark wood from
which escape seemed impossible, and having come to a forest
clearing the light of which revealed the way out of the forest, the
spiritual seeker has finally returned home. This home is a place
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of exquisite beauty and sacred value belonging to both humans
and the divine.

Such a home, a fusion of earthly and heavenly planes, is
described in spiritual literature as a paradisiacal realm reserved
for those who have pleased their god or gods. Examples of
such a realm are (1) the Elysian Fields and Isles of the Blessed,
which, originally conceived by the Greeks, are places of winter-
less beauty and bounty in which heroes and other worthy souls
enjoy themselves after mortal life; (2) the New Jerusalem, as
described in the Book of Revelation, a place where all who have
been redeemed through faith will finally gather; and (3) the Bud-
dha-fields or “pure lands” of Mahayana Buddhism, paradisiacal
realms of enlightenment into which those who remain mindful of
a Buddha or bodhisattva are eventually reborn.

The philosopher Martin Heidegger set forth a powerful
description of the naturally supernatural world in his essay
“Building Dwelling Thinking.”* To borrow Heidegger’s term, our
earth, as a naturally supernatural world, is where one “dwells.”
To dwell is to live on the earth as part of what Heidegger called
the “gathering of the fourfold,” the gathering of sky, earth,
gods, and mortals. The gathering of sky and earth corresponds
to what we have called the fusion of supernatural and natural
planes. The heavens, having opened, are no longer an other-
worldly realm apart from earth and are now the heavens, the
radiant sky, of the earth. To dwell on the earth is thus to be at
home on the earth as it is bathed in the beautifying, sacralizing
light of the sky.

The gathering of gods and mortals is the dwelling on earth
not only of humans but also of spirit, as native spirit. The over-
coming of natural-supernatural dualism is at the same time an
overcoming of human-divine estrangement. Spirit no longer
resides in a celestial realm apart from the earth; the gods no
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longer live high in the sky or on mountain tops. As the pre-
Socratic philosopher Heraclitus said when guests unexpect-
edly found him warming himself by the fire, “Here, too, are
gods.” The gods live among us; immortals and mortals are thus
gathered. The spiritually mature person, then, is a mortal who
dwells on earth in the presence of the divine.
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